Approved For Release 2004/10/08 : CIA-RDP79S00427A000500040018-2

n pr ek

AWlisr Mo NEBCRANDUM (M BRITISR QUIANA SLECTIONG DATE: § AOGHEY

i. Ares: fre sres of Britisk Guisna is approwimmtely
#3,000 square miles, of which sbout B85 percent is forest, 10
percent savananah <oumiry, and § percent comstal plaiv.

4. Topogreapiy: Host of the populstion and sgricuitural
ACiivity is cuncenirsted jim the 10-10-40 mile wide allvwinl
conelal plain, momt of which Ass boen reclisimed from the snea.
ihe sparsely popuisied interior consists of deame trepiesi
foresis glving wav 1o greseisnd savennakes unear the Sprinsm
sorder and in ihe soutawest., In the west the ‘aksraima
mouniain reage siretghes siong the Venezuelan and Brazilisn
Gorders aud conslsis of piatesus and & 5,000 foot pesk. Most
iranmsportatica 18 ¥ river and internal air sec-vices, and there
iz a g¢rucial aced for roads iinkiag the interior 1o the coasi.

A, ggggiatiqg; A 0f 31 December 15565 the estimpied

Shec e onanl o

populazion was 357,580, couprising 268,710 Ssst Indians {seariy
DU percenit), 186,830 Fegroes (aearly 35 percent), &64,020 of

#ized colored descest; 7,700 Pertuguese, 5,000 other sZuropesns.
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3,409 Chinese, and 22,340 Amerindians. Secsuse of s aigoer
hirth Tate. ithe iast Indians snnually iscrease their perceniage
af the populstien;: ithe high percentage of children ia the zRast
fadian population aczounts for the fact that oanly sbout a third
of tae voting-~sge popuistion i8 lsei Isdian. The Foriuguese

were among the origiaai coionists of Guiana starting in the

sixteenth century, sad the territory came umier British sovereigaty

in 18i4. The #Jput ladians and Chinese are thwe descesdanis of ia-
dentured mBervanis and :ne Negroes of slaves imported to work the
sughr sad rice plantatiouns. The Hegrees curveatiy ceasider ilaem-
seives an underprivileged group and this view aps been fanned
Ly Burabem’s sceeatuation of Regro raclsiism. The Ameriamdian
idtives is the iaterior aave tended (o keep 0 themseives.

4, HResources: Sritish Guisna mein resource is euxite,
of whieh 1t provides approximately 20 percent of the free worid’'s
supply~~exporting meiniy to Cansdn. Heynoida Hetels 18 aiew
miniag beuxite and & subsidisry of Union Carbide is mining
nAngsnese. ihere 18 2i080 mialsg of gold and dismoads. Ine
colonsy is thowgiht i be poteatialiy rich in other miserais in-
ciuding coiumbite, tssiallite, and iron. The roplesl hardwouod
foresis would he zuitable for expioitstion, 28 would the savanaabs

for cattie-raiming except for the iack of roads and the iaek oi

capitai to bulid them. A iomn offered by Cuba last August for
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deveiopment of a ciaber industry sppears to have fallen throven.

“ith 8 surplas of Bath land and ungkilied lsbay, Dritish Gui-
and's primcipel inekx is capital,

S. kroduciiom: fhe primcipal products are csnc sugar,
rum, slce, bawxite, gold, dimmonds, timber, cigarveties, marga-
rine, and ediblie oil, and miscelisneous conzumer producis,
UXOBE Damestic PFroduct was estimated at BWI $240,000,.90¢ (%1
61 = .59 U) 1n 1660, up 11 percent from 1959,

t. 1rade: The economy is grestly depesdent on exports
{(which comprise some 45 percent of the gross domestic product)
=nd the coiony is extremely vulnerable to shifim in worig
demand for primery products, 88 suger, bauxite. rice, and
timber account for about 96 perecent of sxporte, Beitigh
Guimsa generaily rues n deficit on visible trade, alsost haif
+f whlch is conducied with 3rit§1a and secondarily Canadn.
fae Julted States mtaads im second place to the United Fing~-
dom a3 3 suppiier of foods and manufaciured sriicles.

r, §§5§§}gy§gg§; Taie is 2 melor proble=, with a high
of around 18 percent.

L %Qggéggggggjggﬁgzg; the current S-year devejiopment
progrum {1960-64) totals 264,400,000, of which Britain ney
finance about half. The remsinder is to come from mnnual

budget surpluses, locel lemns, end externsl iopns-—e. g, from

the IBRD ($1,250,000 just granted), the U.B. Development Loan
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Fund @i, The Brogiam concentratos on agricultural deve lop-
RENT, Lrassporvi, siscellaneous surveys and sducetionn] and
beslich peojecis,

Yo Hliliary epd Police: There is a garrison in tae
colony of eboui 396 Eritish troops ie assis: in interaal se-
curity duties if meeded. The largely Begro police forues aigat
be snrelisbie if used by tue predominantly dant Indlen rpp
ageinst the Yegro PNC. The present Minister uf Folice te
¥¥¥ party ieader. There has been no gigaificent election
viclence o fmr, out the British believe thet Burnham’sz
irresponsible raciet agitation might trigger serisus viclence

duriasg anc afier Lhe sieation neriodk.,
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